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Boomtown Casino Hotel
Events Center
I-80 at Exit 4 in Verdi

Breakfast Buffet — 7:30am - $12
General Meeting — 8:00am

John and the Techs will be sing-
ing about our Repeaters.......
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DMR Talk Group: 31328 SNARS
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Checking 5,738

Savings 5,773

Self Ins 1,541

Convention 6,744

PayPal 5,657

Total 26,463
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Extra 122 35%

General 92 26%

Technician 119 34%

Advanced 15 5%
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ARRL Members 232
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President

Email: w7xm@snars.org |

It is time again for our annual call of
nominations for the board of directors.
We will have 3 positions open for this
year@ election. If you are willing to
serve on one of the largest Amateur
Radio organization in Nevada please let us know by
sending an email to nominations@snars.org. This is a
two-year term which will begin January 1%, 2019.

We are also getting close to our Nevada QSO Party! If
you are interested in joining in on the fun visit http://
nvgso.com. We have a handful of scheduled activations
and the goal is to have all counties in the state activated
for the event. If you have the time and willing to acti-

y Liyate a county, please visit the site and click on the acti-
vations link at the top to register.

Finally, we are already in the planning stages for NVCON
2019! We are looking for a Presenter Coordinator and a
Ham Swap Coordinator. If you are interested, please
contact myself by sending an email to w7xm@snars.org.
We will be meeting soon and hope to be able to fill the
positions for 2019.

Don® forget about our monthly breakfast meeting this
Saturday at Boomtown and of course, join in on the two
nets we have, the Daily Noon Net on the SNARS Linked
System and Tuesday nights at 8:00 pm on DMR on the
SNARS Talk Group 31328.

73,
Tony, W7XM
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PO BOX 7727 Reno NV 89510
Yearly Dues: $40.00 Individual P p Fardilp N
775.453.4142 http://snars.org

Hanmy hYOSNE&
President........ccccccvveeunnenn. Anthony Marcin, W7XM
Vice-President................... Jim Shepherd, W6US
TreasUrer....eeeeeeeeeeeeeeenns Bill Jones, AE70X
Secretary...ccccvcveeeeecieeeenns Rob Dunbar, NB6C
Director.....cccccvvvvvvvnenennnnnn. Wes Vick, KG7QXE
Director......cccveeeecvveeecveennn. John Byerly, N7RO)J
Director......ccccevevveeeiineenne Barry Bettman, K6ST
Hamy {GF

Cracklin Static ................... Howie Holden, WB2AWQ
W7TA Trustee .....ccoeeeeeeeens Peter DeBay, KE7VSR
KR7ENO Trustee................ Howie Holden, WB2AWQ
Control Operator .............. Pat Sheehan, W7DED
Historian .......cccceeevvnnnnnnn. Jon Fox, KF7KTC

Tech Team Lead................ John Byerly, N7RO)J
Membership .....cccccevuenee. Anthony Marcin, W7XM
PlO v Greg Krantz, NF6C

VE Coordinator.................. Bill Nichols, NN7K
Meeting Greeter ............... Bill Jones, AE70X

Noon Net Manager ........... Wes Vick, KG7QXE

DMR Net Manager............ Anthony Marcin, W7XM
Reno Ham Swap................ Rob Dunbar, NB6C
Webmaster .......coevvveeeeeens Erik Andreasen, K6CZH

Cracklin Static Publication

Editor: Howie Holden2 . H ! 2- olden7471@msn.com

Cracklin(btatic is the Newsletter of, and sponsored by the
Sierra Nevada Amateur Radio Society. Opinions expressed
herein are those of the editors and contributors and
should not be considered as official expressions of the
Club Officers, Staff or Club Members, or as endorsements
by same.

Material for publication may be edited to enhance reada-
bility or to save space. We reserve the right to use what-
ever font size or line spacing may be required to publish
this Newsletter. 5 S Rt Ay S F2 NJ Ay Lldzi
Mpnn K2dzNB 2pyior to #&1st Satiayddy lofe
each month.

SNARS Wide Area Linked Syst
147. 030 + Pl Spar ks, Fernley,.:al
147.210 + PLR&@®O,O0Sparks .
147.150 + PLLake Tahoe, Truc.ae,
146.-25 123. 0Lovel ock, Fallon.
146 .-010 123. 0Winnemucca .
444.875 + PLYROON@ton .
444,125 + PLReno Sparks .
DMR Systems

444. 925 + CReno, Sparks .
444.825 + COayton, Fallon, C.so
443.925 + ClLake Tahoe, Truck.e,
443.950 + CCntline Village .
442.875 + CSparks, Fernley, .l||
442.850 + CCatson City .
441.950 + CFallon, Fernley .
Fusion Systems

Mnc ®&Pmn 123. Reno, Carson, Day.)n
|l RLP / EchoLink Systems
147.300 + PL Reno, Sparks
Packet / APRS

145 .-R8 0 Reno, Car son, Day.»n
145 .-RD6E Lake Tahoe, Truck.:.

144 .-3D90L ON

Lovel ock,

Fall on .

Standal one Systems
147. 390 + PReno, Car son,
443.075 + PRem@3. Car son,
927. 0875 + Reno, Car son,
.Onlin.Ofine.Not Linked
Thank you to our Spons.
G2 GKS ySga QSN Aa
B CASINO * HOTEL N
REMO, NY
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Noon 25 Net

Sierra Nevada Amateur Radio Society

SS{RI 2y GKS
147.030 + PL 123 — Sparks/Fernley
147.150 + PL123.0 — Lake Tahoe / Truckee
147.210 + PL 100.0 - Reno
444.875 + PL 100.0 - Yerington
Mn c ®&epH p-Davelock / Fallon

M N ¢ PRt 123.0 - Winnemucca
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Open to all amateur radio operators. A general infor-
mational net for the amateur radio community of 5 P
Northern Nevada and Eastern California. Radio PPy wlkRAZ bAIRG bu - URS wOh/
. ’ 2 4K2S w9h/ pwmdpp {LISOUNHzy . f
Checks and Questions are welcomed.
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Bishops Storehouse Net Monday @ 9:15pm vk YZ o / ka A y% ¢ NHzOl {u2L) Ay |
[ 2y 0l OO0 D2NR2Y 2. cW'5 F2N Y2
N. Western NV ARES Net Monday at 7:30pm
Northern Nevada Preppers Net Wednesday @ 8:00PM e o
i i bSEU {b! w{ .NBﬂ If[leizI‘éJal asSwoey3
Hospital Net Friday @ 10:00AM L 22Y026Yy |/ AAy2 1238t 9GSy é
. byn 4G 9EAG n Ay =SNRA
bSuta 2y Lw[t oD{wo {éeausSyYy
Repeater: 147.300 + 123.0
Amateur Radio Newsline Monday - 8:00PM 2 9 [ / h a 9 b 9 2 a
Nevada Skywarn Net Wednesday - 7:00pm
Nevada State ARES Net Thursday - 7:00PM Mathew Henderson KI7ZYPF
Mary Nunn KI7VGI
bSia 2 )/ { AYLI SEk | C Justin Nunn KI7VG)
Patrick Canning NV7PC
Jefferson Noon Net 7.204 LSB Daily - 12:00pm .
Rick Sanner WAOQVBV
6 Meter Net 50.350 USB Tuesday — 8:00
ererte Hesaay = STt Ronald Russell KG7OR
2 Meter Week Signal  144.250 USB  Wednesday - 8:00PM
2 Meter Simplex Net  146.500 FM  Thursday — 8:00PM
10 Meter Net 28.350 USB Sunday — 2:00PM
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SNARS Weekly DMR Net — Tuesdays

8:00PM
SNARS Talk Group 31328

Open to Members and Guests. A general infor-
mation net each week on DMR.
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YouQe always heard that the higher your antenna is, the better
you will do making contacts. Well, there is an easy way to get
your antenna higher, take your station to a mountain top.

There are lots of high points that are accessible by vehicles, and
working remote stations from a comfortable seat with air condi-
tioning with a mobile rig can be a pleasant way to spend the

afternoon. Besides the height advantage your ranite towerQ

affords you, the usual lack of radio noise found in remote places
will allow you to work stations that you will never hear at your
home QTH. The lack of noise is most noticeable on the HF
bands.

Mountain tops provide the biggest advantage on the VHF-UHF
bands. Suddenly, you have the same simplex $otprintCas most
of the repeaters and you can also work scores of repeaters that
you cannot hit from your home in the valley. From Mt. Lewis
just south of Battle Mountain, | have worked repeaters in Idaho,
California, Utah and southern Nevada along with virtually all of
the repeaters in northern Nevada.

While Wrive to{mountain tops are a great opportunity, they do
have a few disadvantages. The roads to these summits are
most likely there to allow access to communication sites. As a
result there is a lot of RF that potentially can cause interference
with your radio and there is a possibility that your equipment
may also interfere with their operations, neither of which is
good. Beware if you find an open gate on the road as a tech that
has gone up to the site may return before you get down and
lock you inX If you see that the open gate has the capability to
be locked, it is best to find another location.

There are a large number of peaks that do not have roads to the
top. Portable operation on these summits can be a lot of fun.
Some only require a short stroll, while others are a little more
difficult to access. There is an organization called Summits On
The Air, SOTA, that administers an award program for activating
and working those stations. They maintain a database of known
summits worldwide and have set up the rules for successful
contacts. Activating a new or rare summit can be as popular as a
DXpedition to a wanted location. Contacts can be on any mode
or band.

To qualify as a summit activation station, you must be a totally
portable operation running on solar/battery/wind power (no
fossil fuel generators) within 25 meters of the top of the sum-
mit. Walking a few feet away from the car with a handheld qual-
ifies. You cannot use repeaters for contacts, but you can solicit
contacts on them to move to a simplex frequency for the actual
contact. Full rules, the summit database, and other information
can be found at https://www.sota.org.uk/

Antennas can be simple and lightweight. Commercial antennas
like the ELK, Arrow and Buddipole are popular, and simple wire
antennas can also be quickly erected. Some of these antennas
may need a small external tuner to get the best match. A light-
weight lithium battery pack will do for the afternoon, and there
are lightweight foldable solar panels that can keep them
charged for longer periods of use. Don® forget the coax, RG58
or lighter cable with BNC or SMA connectors is fine for this ap-
plication.

You will need some way to log your contacts. There are apps
available for both Android and Apple smartphones and tablets,
and some of the lighter laptops can fill the bill. A small spiral
notebook and a couple of pencils will also work.

Most likely, if you are going to be portable, you will be using
smaller, low power radios. For HF, the Elecraft KX2-KX3 are real-
ly popular, and there are a number of single band QRP rigs that
can be used. On the VHF/UHF bands, most handhelds with
spare batteries and an external antenna are all you need. Be
sure to try your rig setup in the back yard before you go to
make sure the screen is readable in full sunlight. A sunshade
can help you on the hill while operating.

Coming up is the Nevada QSO Party, and this would be a good
opportunity to do a mountain top expedition out to one of the
rural areas and make a lot of folks happy with the contacts. CW
and Digital contacts will be especially welcome from those rarer
counties and there are a number of summits and high points
that are reachable even with motorhomes for a comfortable
operation. There will be a lot of activity on the bands as well as
on the repeaters for this contest.

There is a lot of good weather to be had as we are going into
fall. This is a good time to get out in the Nevada and activate
some mountain tops on Ham Radio!


https://www.sota.org.uk/
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Back in the early Novice era there were very few transceivers, only
separates. SoXalong with a transmitter, one needed a receiver. The
same money constraints were there, meaning most Novice receivers
were low end, budget types. The major receiver manufacturers of the
day were Hallicrafters, Hammarlund, Heathkit, and National. There
were also a slew of small makers. Each major had at least one lower
end receiver (Hallicrafters had a ton and was the low price leader).
Typically, the budget receivers were general coverage, with band-
spread calibrated to the ham bands. Additional features were few,
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This year we are celebrating our 50 year by providing many
ways to commemorate this occasion by imprinted our 50

1968 = 2018
SIERRA NEVADA

Amateur Radio Society

Stickers $1.00 Each 160z Coffee Mugs $8.00
3 N
e R R vivessan "t
o g
vour Call
9 Your Name Here Y
Club Badge $15.00
Order at

Hats $10.00

http://snars.org/store/badge-order

ltems are available at the monthly meetings, events or
online (coming soon) http://snars.org/store
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Certain communications are always prohibited [97.113(a)(4)]. You may never intentionally transmit music or
obscene or indecent words or language on the amateur frequencies. You must not use the amateur frequencies in
connection with any criminal activity. You may not transmit information via Amateur Radio in a code or cipher that
obscures or hides the meaning of a transmission. Falser or deceptive message s or station identification are also pro-
hibited. These prohibitions are clear and precise, and the FCC seriously enforces them.

Communications, on a regular basis, that could be reasonably be furnished using another radio service are
also prohibited [97.113(a)(5)]. For example you might help out your local firefighters during an emergency, but they
need to rely on authorized public safety frequencies and radios for their day-to-day operations.

(Answer on page 8)
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The Reno and Carson City Meet-Ups are cancelled until further notice.
The last Reno one had only 3 members show up and the Carson one
had no one show up. Also, the room for the Carson Meet-Up had not
been reserved, and there is now another group signed up for the third
Wednesday for the next few months. The Fall SNARS Swap Meet is
also cancelled.

Jim W6US nvjims@gmail.com
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23 Sep 1300 26 Sep 0800 1.8-144 Classic Exchange, CW
www.classicexchange.or
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Sep 2359 3.5-28 CQ Worldwide DX Contest,

wwrtty.com

30 Sep 1300 3 Oct 0800 1.8-144 Classic Exchange, Phone
www.classicexchange.org
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9PC P WaskonedfZhE most popular manufacturers of Amateur
transmitters and amplifiers in the 50s and 60s. Most of their line was
available in kit form, meaning you could significantly cut the cost of
ownership of some very desirable gear simply by building it yourself.
The+ A 1 A Y 3 linea? alnlfied Whb no exception. For the princely
sum of $290 in the late 50s, you got a 500 watt input amplifier that
actually could tune continuously from 3.5 to 30 Mhz, self-contained,
modestly sized, and ran nicely on 115VAC. Using a pair of 811A tubes
(which have been around since the early 40s, and still available from
several sources, both NOS and new production) the circuit was tried
and tested, TVI-proofed, very simple and reliable. With the continuous
tuning, it would be solidly practical even today as it will easily tune all
the WARC bands as well as the original 80-10 meter bands. Drive re-
quirements were as low as 5 watts, meaning it would do nicely on
many of today@ QRP rigs. For some reason, however, it was not all
that popular, and relatively few remain today. They are VERY collecti-
ble, and easily restorable to solid operation.

EDITOR:S NOTE: Last month, when | used the HF Signals uBitX for the
OName That Rigé Hitle did | know that QST did a review on it in their
August issue, as | hadn@ looked at mine yet. If youd like to see a de-
tailed evaluation of it, check out the August QST.
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: RADIO PARTY ON THE AIR

NVQS0.COM

HAMY

The Sierra Nevada Amateur Radio Society is proud to present the Ne-
vada QSO Party which will be an annual event on the second full
weekend in October. This year it will startatH n 1 n K2 dzNRA
0t5{¢0 2y CNRARI&Z hO(i206SN] mMH
2y {dzyRF&X hO(i206SNI mn )
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The objective of this contest is to activate and work all 17 of the coun-
ties in Nevada. Nevada stations will work anyone, anywhere, and out
of state stations will work Nevada Stations. All stations may be
worked up to three times on each HF band and once on the VHF+ fre-
guencies. Rovers in Nevada and the two other states, Arizona and

FAE A | J Rernsiiviinia, arfoe wprlyed againipfiad Befkchargge coungiep.JS N.J
KgLYkkggg®ydo]l 2OZ2Yka Aﬁe%&l’ b%(’f’\/\%ﬂ%mi& %5” legal frequencies from 50 MHz up to

1300 MHz. In order to bring a lot of new hams into contesting, we are

i NBwing the §sg o rgpeaters on these frequencies. There are linked

systems which will allow out of state contacts. All modes will be al-

lowed with the exception of the WSIT modes. p .
R/pAYT theexceptign g the WalTmodes. o 2 4z A

On the HF side, Phone, CW, and Digital modes will add multipliers to
the QSO points. All conversational digital text modes are allowed with
all counting the same. Currently the WSJT modes do not have a con-
test exchange message that is handled as a valid regular message, so
those modes are not allowed. (This may be changed if this is added to
the WSJT modes in the future)

Logging software from N1MM, N3FJP, and WriteLog will have the abil-
ity to work on this contest. For those that are using paper and pencil
or some other logging method that does not produce a Cabrillo file,
we also have the WA7BNM Cabrillo log maker which will allow you to
build a Cabrillo file. All entries over 10 contacts must submit an elec-
tronic Cabrillo log.

We also have a sign-up form to allow stations to sign up for the coun-
ties which they will activate and what modes they will be using. We
are going to try and get operators out in all counties and have all
modes covered. Please use this form if you are going to be operating
in Nevada.

The complete rules are listed under the GRulesé tab above. Please
read the FAQs for additional information.

We are looking forward to your participation in this contest!

Information Subject to Change. Please visit this site often and pass the
word onto your friends!
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATIONS CALENDAR 2018

EVENT 2018 paTE[ RATE| SPONSOR/ ORGANI TORRDI NAT/OR CONTACT

Round Vall ey Wal k|/ RuBnD Pl umas ARC k?g;ﬁKTrOthHrotter@sbcglobal
Tour De Tahoe 9/ 9/ L8 Tahoe Amateur @?%%%g&§§ﬁfp%%l. mcafee6243 @gmai
Re no-RAicr s 9/ 12/ P9 16| WEARES Rick Russelasmty@gbis.com
Edi bl e Pedal 100 9/ 16/ 18 Sunri se Rotarymlgwd\(li\(llerWaGmty@gbis.com

. Larry Trot|ter
Grinduro SBTS TBD Pl umas ARC Kl 6YUK dqtrotter@sbcglobal
Nevada Day Paradel10/ 27/ 18 NV AREA Nw DeEqjOfhnh Abrotitiabrott77@imall.-com,

Larry Trot|ter

| ndian Valley Lealf TﬁBeDeJerS Pl umas ARC Kl 6YUK dqtrotter@sbcglobal.
NOTHE:l umas ARC always have a need for operators. Go over to some beauti fu
{SLWISYOSNI MmuiliK GKNRdIzZAK GKS mMcliK Aa GKS wSy2 1 AN wl O0Sao
L¥ @2dz YR @2dzNJ FNASYRaA g2dAZ R tA1S 2 IgSyR (KS wl O0O8ax
KtagS c![[ 00Saa (2 SOSNBOKAYIS Cw99 tFENJAy3d AyOf dzZRSR:=
/2y OG YS FYR L gAff IRR &82dz (2 GKS tAradGo
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Summer is thunderstorm season, but when National Weather Service (NWS) activates the SKYWARN Team, and we put out a call
for severe weather reports, many times there is no one on frequency. So, if there isn@any lightning, and there is a cell above you,
turn your radio on and listen for SKYWARN. Just because there is a storm doesn@always mean the Meteorologists will activate us,
but we will work on that.

Below are the counties in the Reno NWS region and the repeaters that we can access from the NWS.

COUNTY REPEATER]| COUNTY REPEATER]| COUNTY REPEATER| COUNTY REPEATER
Al pine, 147 .| Dougl as 147 .| Pershing 147 . {Washoe 147 .|15
146. 147. 147. 147 .(21
147. 147 .|Pl acer, 147. 147.(03
147. 146. Pl umas, 147. 147 .(18
146. El dorado 147. 147. 146.(61
Churchil 147.|Lassen, 147 .|Sierra, 147. 147 .39
147. 147.
147 . |Lyon 146.|storey 147 |Echoblink 146. 895
| RLP
147. 146. 147. 1473
146. 147. 147 . DMR TALK GRPPB
Carson C 146 .| Miner al 147 .|18
146.| Modoc, C 146.(61
147.] Mono, Ca 147 .39
147.| Nevada, 147. 146 .85


mailto:dltrotter@sbcglobal.net
mailto:wa6mty@gbis.com
mailto:wa6mty@gbis.com
mailto:dltrotter@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jabrott77@gmail.com,%20cell%20775%20790-1739.
mailto:jabrott77@gmail.com,%20cell%20775%20790-1739.
mailto:dltrotter@sbcglobal.net

Board of Director
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SIERRA NEVADA

" - Blind Onion, Sparks, NV
Amateur Radio Society

DRAFT MI NO®GE8B8e Approved on Augus

l1.Call to order at 6:00 PM
Ant hony Marci Y¥esWaXMy BettmanYeK®R®M Dunbar, NB6C
Bill Jones, AKEé®Xohn Byerly, N6RMWes Vi ck, KG7 QK E
Jim Shepherd, Y&68US
2Approval of Minutes
A. Approval of minutes of the June Board of Directors Meeting. Wes & Tony
B. Approval of Agenda. Wes & Jim
od wSL2NIa
I & t NBABR WL
a. Moved to Vegas, Status of position Will continue until end of December will hand over control of various
functions like web and financial controls to other board members.
. ® { SONBGI NB wSL}R2 NI
a. Status Report No report, Tony reported 4 new members since the start of the month
/] ® aSYOSNBKALI / 22NRAY I G2NJ
a. Membership Status - Report Tony will be working with Kim Farnham on this.
5 ¢ NBI adzNBSNJ
a. Financial Report
b. Checking: 5738 Savings: 5773 Paypal: 5657 _Conv: 6744  Self-Ins:_1541
C. Total -- $26,463
9¢d ¢SOKYAOWSLRSIY
a. Status Virginia Peak is back up on commercial power.
Chd /2y 0iINRt hLISNWwWBZRINIK &RHZNBIE NI
D 9@Syla
a. Nevada QSO Party Still need the scoring software.
b. NVCON recap 948 attendees, 22 vendors, 30 speakers, HRO has already committed for next year. Glen Hale is

being added to committee to represent ARES.
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c. Field Day 2018 recap 3404 final score, one more QSO than last year.
| ® 9RdzOl a2y ¢SIY

a. Status Report We need a new Manager for the education programs.
b. Youth involvement UNR radio club is now active.
Ld b22y bSi

Status Report Happy to have VA Peak back up to connect across the state.

4 New Business

Picnic Put off to next year as no one stepped up to help.

Elections Nominations for board members are coming in.

5Next Meeting

September 12, 2018, Location TBA.

6 Public Comment s

Open for Comments none

7Adjour nment

Wes & Barry
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