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 Tune   VE Exams in Stagecoach Nevada 
 

 
Regularly scheduled testing sessions for Amateur Radio licenses are now available in  
 

 

Chairman’s Voice: 

 
 Welcome to the New Year – I hope that it will be a happy and 

successful one for you and yours. 

 
We have a new Board of Directors and officers – They are: 

 Mike Katz –     N7MSK Chairman 

 Steve Woods – K7SJW         Vice Chairman 

 Peter DeBay – KE7VSR Secretary 

 Bill Nichols –   NN7K  Treasurer 

 Don Seibert –  N2MOO  Board Member  

 Ed Sloane –     KB7ZBN  Board Member 

 Paul Tueller – K7PTT          Board Member 

 
 Further on in the newsletter I have listed all of the various other appointments and 

committees with the Chair of that group.  If you have questions or suggestions feel free to 

contact them. 

 There is also the SNARS repeater usage policy and the guidelines for repeater 

conduct. The reason for this is twofold: We have a number of new hams in the club and 

we want them to know the repeater policy that we abide by.  Also, there are many 

members who either haven’t seen these documents or have forgotten our usage policy.  

We strive to keep the repeaters a friendly and fun place to be. 

  

Last year was a busy and productive one for the club.  We ended the year with 92 

members and money in the bank.  There are plans for more fun, more members, more 

educational session, and more social/radio events. 

 

Thanks to all of you for making this a great club! 

 

73 – Mike, N7MSK 
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SNARS, P.O. Box 7727, Reno, NV 89510 

Membership: $25 Individual, $40 Family 
 

OFFICERS 2013 
  

Chairperson….......Mike Katz..................N7MSK 

Vice Chair……....… Steve Woods ……..…..K7SJW 

Trea$urer…..............Bill Nichols ……..……NN7K   

Secretary…..…….  ..Peter DeBay ….….…...KE7VSR                     

Director…….............Don Seibert……….….. N2MOO 

Director…………….Paul Tueller………...…K7PTT 

Director……….…....Ed Sloane……………...KB7ZBN 
 

 

STAFF 2013 

 
By Laws Review Committee…………………….…….….KE7HLR,  

Call Sign Badges…………………………………………...KB7GNA 

Club Public Information Officer………………….………KF7IAW 

Control Operators……………………………….………. .K7JN 

Cracklin’ Static Editor………………………….………....N7MSK 

Digital SYSOP……………………………………….……...K7JN 

Elmer Coordinator………………………………………...KE7HLQ 

Meeting Greeters…………………………………….…….AE7OX 

History Archivist…………………………………………...KF7KTC 

SK Estate Advisors………………………………..…….…KB7IWT 

Station Licensee for KR7ENO…………………………… WB2AWQ 

Control Operators FOR KR7ENO…………………….…WB2AWQ 

Station Licensee for W7TA………………………………..K7JN 
Control Operators for W7TA……………………………..K7JN 

Tech Committee Chair……………………………………..WB2AWQ 

(ARRL) Liaison………………………. ……………………NN7K 

 

 

 

CRACKLIN’ STATIC PUBLICATION 

        E-mail……………….N7MSK@Charter.net          
 

Cracklin’ Static is the Newsletter of, and sponsored by the Sierra 

Nevada Amateur Radio Society.  Opinions expressed herein are those of 

the editors and contributors and should not be considered as official 
expressions of the Club Officers, Staff or Club Members, or as 

endorsements by same. 

Material for publication may be edited to enhance readability or to save 

space.  We reserve the right to use whatever font size or line spacing 
may be required in order to publish this Newsletter. 

Deadline for input to the newsletter is 1500 hours on the Sunday prior to 

the 1st Saturday of each month. 

Cracklin’ Static is e-published in Adobe PDF Format.  It may be 
enjoyed at the SNARS web site. 

 

 

Amateur Radio License 

Testing 2013 
 

SIERA:  Silver State Charter High 

School, 788 Fairview Dr.…..George 

Uebele, WW7E ww7e@arrl.net 
SNARS , Third Saturday of February, 

April, June, August, October and 

December.  Testing will be at the REOC 

located at 5195 Spectrum Blvd., Reno 

Also a session will be held at EmComm 

West.    …. Bill Nichols… NN7K 

Elko Area:  Third Saturday of 

January, April, July, October. 

11:00AM, Northeast Nevada Regional 

Hospital 
……Joe Giraudo, N7JEH n7jeh@arrl.net 
            

             

 

       SNARS Repeater System Frequencies 

 

Linked System --- Reno, Carson Area 

   146.610 (-)  123.0 

   443.075 (+)  123.0 

 Lovelock & Black Rock area 

   146.925 (-)  123.0 

 

Rag Chew      147.390 (+)  100.0  (not 

linked) 

Packet           145.050 

APRS            144.390 

mailto:N7MSK@Charter.net
mailto:ww7e@arrl.net
mailto:n7jeh@arrl.net


 
 
 
                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

   

 

 

 

     
       

       One of those “rules”---   The highest voltage wire/component will  

                     find its way directly under my screwdriver. 

 

 

      
                             

  CW is just a narrower version of AM. 
                             

        

  

REMINDER:  January is the start of the 2013 membership year – Annual 

dues are collected this month.  Please send in your dues with an updated 

membership/renewal form that you can D/L from our website @ 
www.snars.org 

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

A public thanks to Larry Oakley, W7AB and Carl Young, K5HK for the great All 

Hams Christmas Party they organized.  Well attended with 82 people, lots of 

prizes, and lots of great food  ---- Thanks guys, well done. 

The SNARS breakfast meeting is Saturday 

morning 01/05/2013 - 0700 @ Carrow’s – 

Plumb & Kietzke.  
 

The program will be about Radio Controlled model 

aircraft.  There will be demonstrations and 

explanations.  If you are a flyer, this will be a very 

interesting program. 

     

http://www.snars.org/


 

 

 

          Have you ever seen this schematic before? 

 

J 



NETS 
Daily 1200 Western Nevada Noon Net WA7DG Linked System ï 147.030, 147.150,       
147.210 KF7BNO 

Daily 1200 Jefferson Noon Net 7.204MHz (alt 3.987MHz) http://nv.arrl.org/nets.html 

Daily 1900 Golden Bear Net 3.975MHz http://goldenbearnet.org 

Weekly (Sat) 0800 NV State HF ARES Net 3.965MHz (3.9665LSB) KQ 
Weekly (Sat) 0800 NV State HF ARES Net 3.965MHz (3.9665LSB) KQ6FM 

Weekly (Sun) 1500 Slo-Speed CW Net 28.140MHz NB7A 

Weekly (Sun) 1400 10 Meter USB Net 28.350MHz K4SAK 

Weekly (Mon) 1900 Condor Net-Newsline after 224.300 (PL 156.7) W7DED 

Weekly (Mon) 2000 2 Meter "Weak Signal" Net 144.250MHz (USB) KC7YCX 
Weekly (Tue) 1900 NW ARES District Net WA7DG Linked System 147.030, 1417.150, 
147.210. KQ6FM 

Weekly (Tue) 1945 S.A.T.E.R.N.-Reno Net 145.290MHz (PL 123.0) KC7YCX/W7TAP 

Weekly (Tue) 2015 NV State S.A.T.E.R.N. Net 441.650MHz (PL 123.0)             
KC7YCX/W7TAP 

Weekly (Wed)1900 NV Section Skywarn Net 441.650MHz (PL 123.0) KA7ZAU 

   

 
 

   THE NEW HAMS & INFORMATION NET  

 

The New Hams Q&A Net on 146.610. The net is held weekly at 1300, every 

Sunday afternoon.  

The purpose of this net is a Q&A and information net for newly licensed hams 

and all hams wishing to ask question about different aspects of Ham Radio. It 

will give new hams in particular a venue for getting on the air in a controlled net 

moderated by a ham with more experience. The net will be open to any 

interested ham. Questions will be answered and discussed by the more 

experienced hams listening on the Net. 

 We are aware of the poor coverage in the north valley area and are working on a 

solution that will remedy that so that we can cover up to the Stateline North and more to 

the East.  We will let you know when that is operational. 

 

For those in the NorthValle y- out of the range of  the 146.610 try 
using the 443.075 (+/123).  It works well from Lemmon Valley.  
 
      
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

            
    

 

 

IF YOU HAVE AN IDEA FOR A PROGRAM AT ONE OF THE 

MEEETINGS, PLEASE LET CARL (K5HK) KNOW ABOUT IT. 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 
You must be a Nevadan if:  you remember sitting on a stool at 
Landrumõs 

 
 >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Guidelines for Repeater Conduct 
August 19, 2010 

 

Why does SNARS need guidelines for repeater conduct or etiquette? We tend to assume that everyone knows 

the generally-accepted rules; but, it would be careless of us, and unfair to those who want or need, to not have a 

clearer definition of our expectations and requirements. It can also create discord when repeater users offend 

others by unknowingly breaking some unwritten rule. Activities that may be an irritation or even a flagrant 

violation to one person might not be an issue at all to another. It is best for SNARS to be clear about the rules 

we think are important. 

We understand that everyone slips once in a great while, no matter how hard they try. But, we expect all users 

of the SNARS repeaters to do their very best to follow these simple and obvious guidelines of repeater conduct: 

 

1. Always identify in accordance with FCC Rules. 

Correct operating procedure is a distinct characteristic of Amateur Radio. It’s important that you convey 

to the public and to new hams the image that Amateur Radio operators really do know what they are 

doing. Don’t become sloppy. Amateur Radio regulations are largely self-enforced and we all need to work 

together towards these goals. 

2. Avoid lengthy conversations. 

None of us should monopolize the repeater, even unintentionally. Other hams may want to use the 

repeater. It’s not enough to pause now and then, and invite others to join in. They may not be interested in 

the topic of your conversation and may not want to join in. Please, be polite, and don’t be a “repeater 

hog.” 

3. Don’t engage in “soap boxing.” 

“Soap boxing,” which tends to go hand-in-hand with overly-long conversations (See Guideline 2), is the 

Name This Rig:  

 



carrying-on of a conversation that is a thinly-disguised broadcast. The intent is generally to denigrate or 

malign an institution, group, or individual, to as wide an audience as possible. Amateur Radio is not a 

broadcast medium—See FCC Rule 97.113(b). 

“Soap boxing” is often very objectionable to other repeater users and listeners. Using the Club’s repeaters 

as a platform for “soap boxing” is unacceptable. Conversations on the repeaters should be kept friendly. 

Do not make negative commentaries on institutions, groups, or people. Avoid discussions regarding “hot-

button” issues, such as politics, sex, and religion. 

Are we talking about censorship? No. You may have the right to stand on the street and say bad things 

about anyone you want, but you don’t have the same right when you are a guest in someone’s house. The 

SNARS repeaters are private property, not the public street. When using the repeaters, you are a guest 

operator of the Club’s station. Use of the repeaters is a privilege. No one has the right to use the Club’s 

repeaters in ways that the Club feels are objectionable. 

4. Don’t routinely circumvent the time-out timer. 

The repeaters’ time-out timers serve two purposes: first, to satisfy FCC Rule 97.213(b), requiring us to 

limit repeater transmissions to a maximum of three minutes under automatic control, and second, as a way 

to encourage users to limit the length of individual transmissions. This gives everyone a chance to speak. 

Under normal conditions, it is rude to bypass the time-out timer by momentarily dropping carrier to reset 

the timer, or by saying “Stand by, let me reset” and then continuing. Always remember that there may be 

an emergency and someone may need the repeater. Please listen for the beep, wait a few seconds, and then 

continue. 

Resetting the time-out timer should only be done when absolutely required, and even then, only 

infrequently. Learn to speak concisely and limit the length of your individual transmissions. 

5. Don’t use CB lingo, overuse “Q”-codes, or use excessive phonetics. 

Amateur Radio operators find the sound of CB lingo worse than fingernails on a blackboard. The main 

thing to remember is: just talk normally. Talk just like you would to someone in person. There’s nothing 

different about talking over the radio. 

Overuse of “Q”-codes is generally overlooked, but is a practice from which you should refrain. 

Please don’t get carried away with phonetics. For example: “The handle here is Hollingsworth: Hotel–

Oscar–Lima–Lima–India–November–George–Sierra– Whiskey–Oscar–Romeo–Tango–Hotel, QSL? 

Home QTH is Manchester: Mike– Alpha–November…” You are talking to someone over an FM repeater, 

not to a station in Europe on 80-meter sideband. Just talk normally. 

6. Always yield to a “breaking” station. 

Always yield the frequency to a calling or “breaking” station—you never know if they have an emergency 

or not. Let the “breaking” station say what they have to say—don’t simply acknowledge them and then 

continue on with your conversation. 

7. Don’t unnecessarily “break-in” to others’ conversations. 

If you don’t have an emergency situation or have something really important to add to an ongoing 

conversation, don’t interrupt or butt-in to the conversation. Yes, the repeater is a “party line,” but those of 

us old enough to remember party lines also remember that it’s considered very poor form to interrupt an 

ongoing conversation, unless it was an emergency. 

If you want to join in, wait until one of the parties invites people to join in, then give your call sign. Or, 

wait until the conversation is over and then call the party you wish to speak to. It won’t be a long wait, 

since the folks in the current conversation will be mindful of Guideline 2, above. 

8. Always yield the frequency to an ARES or SKYWARN Net, whether it is a practice Net or not. 

The same goes for any other Net authorized to use a SNARS repeater. 

9. Selling items OTHER than ham-related equipment. 

Selling ham-related equipment is allowed, as long as it’s not done on a regular basis as a business. 

Advertising your vehicle, toys, or other non-ham-related equipment and discussing prices is not. This is a 

violation of FCC Rules and will not be tolerated. 

10. Our repeaters are family-friendly, 24-hours a day. 

You never know who may be listening. Even late at night, there are people listening to the repeater, 

including non-hams. 



Our repeaters serve many purposes. One of the most important is the exposure it gives the hobby of 

Amateur Radio to the community. Any scanner can be used to listen to our repeaters. That’s good—it’s 

actually the most visible aspect of our Club, and one of our most effective forms of publicity. 

We want non-hams to know that Amateur Radio is an interesting hobby—something fun and 

educational—and that we are a good group of people to get to know; that Amateur Radio is something 

they would want their kids to get involved in. Kids may not listen late at night—but their parents do. 

Don’t let our on-air activities become a weapon in the hands of people who want to discredit ham radio. 

Let’s all do our part to give Amateur Radio a positive image. 

The rule is simple: absolutely NO obscene, indecent or profane language at any time. 

 

What gives SNARS the right to tell someone how to operate? 
All repeaters have rules; these rules often go beyond Part 97. Users who refuse to comply with the repeater’s 

rules can be told to stop using the repeater. This is entirely at the judgment of the repeater Trustee. 

FCC Rule 97.205(e) says: “Limiting the use of a repeater to only certain user stations is permissible.” There are 

no qualifications to this rule—no ifs, ands, or buts. The FCC fully supports a Trustee’s right to control the use 

of their repeaters. 

Repeated abuses of these Guidelines may result in the revocation of your privilege to use the SNARS repeaters. 
Adopted by the Trustee and the Board of Directors 

in open meeting, August 19, 2010 

 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 

Confirmation of Committee appointments.  (The Chairman is a member of all Committee’s) 

W7TA Trustee:   K7JN 

Technical Committee Chair:  WA2AWQ 

Audit Committee Chair:  KF6QNT 

Web Master:   KE7HLR 

Bylaws Committee:  KE7HLR 

Newsletter Editor:  N7MSK 

Field Day Committee:  KE7HLQ 

Public Information Officer (PIO):  KF7IAW 

Club Archivist:  KF7KTC 

Club Greeter:    AE7OX 

   Creation of new committee’s.  (The Chairman is a member of all committee’s) 

Awards Committee: (New Ham of the Year & Bob Davis Award) 

Club Budget Committee:   Treasurer, Audit Chair, non-board member. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Name this rig: 

Answer…. 
 

 Atlas 210x radio 
transceiver 
 

 
 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

Carrow’s Restaurant, Thursday, December 20, 2012 

MINUTES 

 
I.  (N7MSK) Time:  6:27 PM 

A. Board Members Present:  K7PTT, KB7ZBN, KI6TRK, N7MSK, KI6TRK 

B. Call to Order Guests Present: K7JN, KC7STV, KE7CKY, KE7HLR, KF7IAW 

II. Adoption of Agenda 

A. Additions or Deletions. 

B. None:    Vote to adopt:  K7PTT    Second by:   KB7ZBN  Adopted. 

III. Reading and Approval of Minutes of last meeting 

A. Motion to dispense with the reading of the Minutes. 

By: KB7ZBN           Second:  KI6TRK        Motion carried. 

IV. Reports 

A. Chair:  (N7MSK)   Audit committee will be finalizing their report in January.  

B. Vice Chair:   No report 

C. Secretary: 34 members renewed for 2013 as of this date. Current membership at 92 

D. Treasurer    Bank Balances: Checking: $1800      Savings: $2,000          Total: $3800 

E. Committee Reports:  Audit committee will be preparing a report for Feb. 1, 2013. 

F. Public Affairs Officer, (KF7IAW)    No report 

G. W7TA Trustee/Tech Committee, (K7JN)   Toulon still down and not yet worked on. 

V. Other Business 

A. All Hams Christmas party was well attended and was a good time & good food.  

B. Proposal to set up a member’s only portion on our Web Site. Dan (KE7HLR) will work on setting 

up a section and assure its confidentiality for the members. 

C. Discussion of the potential integration of the two clubs:  WADG and SNARS.  No further report 

but is still under discussion.  

VI.  New Business 

A. Installation of 2013 Board of Directors.  

B. Election of the Chair Person – Mike Katz (N7MSK) was re-elected Chairman. 

C. Chairman appoints the BOD officers: 

1.   Vice Chairman – Steve Woods - K7SJW 
                             2.   Secretary – Peter DeBay - KE7VSR 

   3.   Treasurer – Bill Nichols  - NN7K 
   4.   Board Member -- Don Seibert – N2MOO 
   5.   Paul Tueller  - K7PTT 
   6.   Ed Sloane – KB7ZBN 

 
VII. Many thanks to the outgoing members of the Board of Directors.   Karl Young, K5HK  Rob Gillmore, KI6TRK 

and Dave Ruppert, KF7BNO. Also recognized are the new and continuing members of the Board of 

Directors. Steve Wood K7SJW, Ed Sloane KB7ZBN, Bill Nichols NN7K, Don Seibert N2MOO, Paul Tueller 

K7PTT, Mike Katz N7MSK, and Peter DeBay KE7VSR. 

 
VIII.       Confirmation of Committee Appointments. (The Chairman is a member of all Committees) 

a. W7TA Trustee:   K7JN Jim Newell 

b. Technical Committee Chair:   WA2AWQ, Howie Holden 

c. Audit Committee Chair:   KF7QNT Don Bonnell 

d. Web Master:   KE7HLR Dan O’Connor 

e. Bylaws Committee:   KE7HLR Dan O’Connor 

f. Newsletter Editor:   N7MSK, Mike Katz 

g. Field Day Committee:  KE7HLQ, Jim Deahl 



h. Public Information Officer:   (PIO) KF7IAW, Danna O’Connor 

i. Club Archivist:  KF7KTC, Jon Fox 

j. Club Greeter:   AE7OX, Bill Jones 

k. Awards committee:  To consider the New Ham of the Year and the Bob Davis Awards.  Will 

be appointed in the near future. 

l. Budget committee:   To consist of the Treasurer, Audit Chair and one non-board member.  

Will be appointed in the next month. 

IX From the Floor:    No other business. 

X.         Adjournment. 

A.  Motion to Adjourn: 

       By:   KI6TRK           Second:  K7PTT. Motion carried 

       Meeting adjourned.  Time: 7:40 pm   

 

B.      Next Meeting Dates: 

1.      Corporate:    Date:  1/5/13   Time:  0700 Location: Carrow’s 

 2.      Board: Date:  1/17/13 Time:  1830 Location:  Carrow’s 

 

 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 

If you havenõt been to this web page (facebook) yet, you should go 
and see the great pictures, information, and other fun stuff that has 
been collected and posted there.  

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Reno -Amateur -Radi o-
Information/424537927570783  

 
 
 
 

 


